The Vifion of dry Bones. 


_ BEING THE 
SUBSTANCE 


So 


DISCOURSE 


Delivered in DurIxr, 
In the an 1754. 


By Foun, CENNICK 


De Hour is coming, and now is, when the Dead ſhall 
hear the Voice of the Son of God, and they that hear 
ſhall live, JoHN v. 25. 
He that believeth Fn live though be was dead, J OHN 
. 


Tur THIRD EDITION. © 


3 


— 


"DUBLIN Printed : 


Lonvon, Reprinted ; and Sold by M. Lzwis, in 
loca near 2 1770. 


PIO eee 


0 will pur my. Spirit in you, and * | fhalt © 


toe. 


* W HO E VE R reads the Bible muſt ob- 
X W K ſerve, that God uſed Similitudes, Types, 
* N and Parables when he ſpake by the 
k KX ax Prophets, many Inſtances of this Kind 
we finp in Zzetiel eſpecially, to whom, more 
than to other holy Men, God delighted to ma- 
at his Mind in "this Way, and to ſhew Vi- 
ions. 1 
At that Time it was more neceſſary than now 

to liken and compare the Caſe of the Church, and 
of the Kingdom of Heaven to temporal Things 

for their Sakes who heard the Word, becauſe then 
the Vail was upon the true Sanctuary, and the 


5 Doctrine of the Fall, and of Salvation by our Sa- 


viour's Death, was not ſpoken of plainly, as lince 
the New Teſtament has been of Force. 

Thus when the Lord would ſhew Jeremiah, that 
the ſame God who made the World would redeem 
it, he brings him to the Houſe of a Patter, and lets 
him ſee the Potter finiſh his Veſſel upon the Wheel, 
which was ſpoiled in his Hands; and then he did 
not in his Anger throw it away, and take a freſh 
Piece of Clay, but new moulded that which Wag 
I. „„ marfed, 


C 
marred, and made of it a good Veſſel, as it pleifed 
him. Then came the Word of Gad to the Prophet, 
ſſaying, Behold as the Clay is in the Pitter's Hands jo 
ere je in my Hands, ſaith the Lord. By this Means 
we are taught, that God is the great Potter, and we 
are his Clay, When he made Man, Sin marred 
the Veſſel in his Hands, but he would not caſt us 
utterly aſide, nor withdraw his everlaſting Arms 
from underneath us; we were kept ſtill in his 
Hands, ſpoiled and ruined as we were, till the 
Creator bowed the Heavens and came down in our 
Likeneſs, and with his own Blood he ſoftens our 
hardened and ſpoiled Nature, and begins' in the 
New-Birth a new Creation, and this he carries on 
till all Things are made new? and in that Day 
when all old Things paſs away, and Time ſhall be 
no longer, every Soul ſhall know, that God who 
made all Things, and for whoſe Pleaſure they are 
and were created, is Author and Lord of -all, and 
our Saviour. OM 
In like manner, when the Lord would ſhew Exe- 
kiel the Eſtate of his Church, he brought him in 
the Spirit, and ſet him in a Valley full of dry Bones, 
and cauſed him to paſs by them, and go round about 
and view them, and lo ! ' they were very many, and 
very dry. When the Man of God had been ſhewn 
all this in a Viſion, the Lord aſked, to try him, Can 
theſe Bones live? and he anſwered, Lord thou know- 
t; and the Lord ſaid to him, Theſe Bones are my 
People; they are now in a low and dead Eſtate, and 


they have no more Hope that I will deliver them 


than that the dry Bones ſhall live, but T have ſpo- 
| ken it, and I will perform it; Iwill open your 
| Graves and cauſe you to come up out of them, 
and I will bring you into the Land of /ſrael, then 
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ſhall ye know that I am the Lord, when T have 


brought ye up out of your Graves, O my People, 
and ſhall put my Spirit in you, and ye ſhall live. 


In this Viſion' three Things are typified, ' Fin, 
the Deliverance of the Captive Ajraclites, Secontlly, 


the Salvation from the dead State of Nature 


Cbriſl. And, Thirdly, the laſt Reſurrection, which 


ſhall be effected through the ſame divine Hand of 
our only Lord Feſus, who can ſabdue all Things #9 
- Himſelf, and raiſe up all that innumerable Company 


who have ſlept in the Graves, and who are now 
returned to Duſt, and ſcattered and W far | 


and near. 


I ſhall _ hens peak of the viniworal Delis. | 


ances of Iſrael, nor of the Reſurrection, but of our 


| Joſt and dead Condition by Nature and of our Sal- 


vation, and riſing again to a new Life, throug 
the Grace and Spirit of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt. This I 


will do when J ſpeak of the Text more immedi- 
ately, and now will make a few Obſervations on 


the Viſion. 


I look upon it as one of the livelieſt Similitudes 


in the Seriptures, and from whence a Miniſter and 
Servant of Feſus may learn many excellent Leſſons, 


and indeed all others allo who would be wiſe to Sal- = 


vation. 
ON” Fatty we” may underſtand: this loser 
World, and by the Bones all the whole Race of 
: Mankind ; for ſuch is our State ſince the Fall, and 


y Bones can as ſoon underſtand the Things of 
2 as we by Nature, and as dead and dry as the 


Bones, and as unlikely to live, ſo are we, and ſhall 


never be otherwiſe but by an immediate Work of 


. Alnighty G od, 
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Thus 


* 


| Ke meaſured the Word of Cd * the Rules of hu- 


„ T 

Tous has the Holy One compared our State, and 
ines; we are in his Eyes, therefore He brings his 
Servant to ſee a Valley full of Bones, and bigs 
him walk round about, and go through, and obſerve 
them narrowly, and he lays, behold they were very 


ay. 
bes a true Servant and Miniſter of the Goſpel 


15 wal deſcribe the Condition of loſt Mankind, he 


muſt ſo deſcribe it, as dead and helpleſs, even as 


dry Bones; and neither can he compare unregene - 


rate Men to any Thing better. nor the Societies of 
Chriſtians with all their beſt Forms and Orders, 
who enjoy not Chriſt in them; they, like all others 
= dead, and like the Houſe of Heel in Exetiels 1 
imme. 
When Gid aſked Exeliel if he thought the Bones 
could live ? he anſwered modeſtly, Lord thou tnotu- 


i; as if he would have ſaid, to 3 all outward Ap- 


— and according to all human Thoughts, 
WP cannot live, but thou knoweſt, thou art Cod, 
canſt do what thou wilt in Heaven and Earth, 


= thee all Things are poſſible. Should a Miniſter, 


or any awakened Soul, take a View of our natural 


State, make a narrow Search into the Depth of our 


Miſery and Sinfulneſs; or be led by the Holy G5 
to ſee how far we are gone from God, and how ſu 


into the Arms of Satan, he would: ſcarce make any 
other Anſwer than this, Except Almighty God be 


their Saviour, except the Creator and Lord of all 


be their Saviour, they cannot be ſaved, they muſt die 


For ever. The Scripture obſerves of the Bones, 
that they were very dry, to ſignify the very barren 

and lifeleſs Nature we are poſſeſſed of, and yet di- 
rects Ezekiel to prophecy or preach to them, Had 
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man Wiſdom, or reſolved, as too many Miniſters 
do, to believe and teach nothing but what they can 
comprehend, nor do any Thing without being able 


dio account for their Manner of acting, reaſonably, 


then he muft have replied, Lord, to what Purpoſe 
mall I preach to dead Men and dry Bones? But he 
did not do ſo, he behaved as an obedient Child, ang 
_ did as his Heavenly Father bid him. Such Miniſters 
only does our Saviour uſe. For of what Service is 
the Veſfel that is not paſſive? Or to what Purpoſe 
are Minifters ſent to preach the Word of God, who 
are determined to be led by their carna] Reaſon, the 
Philoſophy of the Schools, and the Wiſdom of Men, 
- fFince all the Doctrines of Chriſt are againſt ſuch, 
and teach us, that it was by ſuch Wiſdom the 
| World knew not Ged! A true Miniſter of Fefus 
Chri/t believes his Word and teaches it, he follows 


his dear Maſter, and chuſes rather his 'Reproach, : 
he bears the Sneers and Inſults of cruel Men, is 


content to be deemed a Fool and mad, rather than 
Pleaſe Men and not be the Servant of Chrif, * 
HFad any ſeen Ezehiel preaching to.the Bones, no 
doubt they had mocked and derided him. We know 
How we ſhould have-behaved once, if we had ſeen 
one calling to the Dead in a Church-yard or Bury= 
Ing-ground, we ſhould have pitied ſuch a one, and 
thought he was befide himſelf, or laughed at his 
Folly and Credulity. Juſt fo carnal Men, who hear 
the Doctrine of Original Sin, and how all are dead 
in Adam, and left powerleſs and unable to do any 
Thing to the attaining Salvation, mock and jeer the 
Preachers who call to ſuch to come to Chris; but 
let them mock on, our Savigur has ſent us on the 
Errand, and bids us preach to the diy Bones, and 
we will do it. He will ſtand by us to the End of 
. ey the 
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the World, ted whatire Coons in the Far, be will 
write upon the Heart. That Miniſter would be 
to blame who could think it was his Preachings 
| Labours, or Arguments which awakens Souls, or 
| Inſpires them with Life: He might preach and pray 
till + the Day of. Judgment, and not win one Soul 
to our gin of himſelf, _ 
When the Diſciples had been 5ſhing, and toilingy 
and rowing all Night by themſelves, they took na- 
thing, all their Labour * in vain; but when Jeu 
caine to them and bid them caſt their Net into the 
Sea, at bis Word they did ſo, and firait filled their 
| Net that it was rsady to break, and all their Boats 
were full of Fiſhes, ſo that they began to ſink; ſo 
muſt ſuch think who would be Fiſhers of Men 
Dear Saviour, I know I may ſpeak till I die, and 
toil in a dark Night all my Days, and catch nothing, 
but ſpeak thou the Word, be thou only with me, 
and youchſafe to own; my Labours, do thou give 
me my Words and Light, and lead and ſend me, 
and I ſhall proſper, el beat the Air, and TOS 
dead preaching to dead Men, and dr and 1 deceive 
our oven Souls. 5 
Thus Aeſes, the meck. N when he was 
bid. to go with the People, while God made as tho? 
be would not go, anſwered, I — goeſl net then 
will T1 nat go. He knew! he. {ſhauld. lead them in 
vain, and be unproſperous in all he ſhould under- 
take, without the good Shepherd's Preſence; but 
when his Glory moved before the Camp, then he 
Could go chear ully after; and when the Lord ſpoke 
. to him he willing) told all the Words before the 
Wien we preach it a be fo with us. Let 


w not ruſh into the Miniftry unſent, nor carne 
r 
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ſheak to the Souls under our Care, but be firſt well 
' acquainted with our own Hearts and with our Maſter, 
and when we have. felt our own ſad Condition, 
and have found Redemption in his Blood and 
Wounds; when we have been truly awakened, and 
have experienced our loſt ſinful State, and found 
Chrift crucified, and obtained Pardon of him, and 
lived. in real Fellowſhip with, him, we may then 
ſpeak boldly, preaching that we know, and teſtify- 
ing that we have ſeen ; and as Moſes ſpoke from the 
Preſence of Jehovah to the People, and all heard 
and felt the Power of Gad, ſo fhall it be with us 

| who ſpeak out of a warm Heart, whereon our Savi- 
 aur's Blood has ſpoke Peace, the People who hear 
us ſhall feel whoſe Word we ſpeak, and know whoſe. 
Servants we are. Our Goſpel ſhall not come in 
Words only but in Power, in the Holy Gba, in 
much Aſſurance, and in Faith unfeigned, while we, 
like Seꝛbers, go on and ſow in Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon, not knowing if this or that may proſper, 
or as propheſying to dry Bones, leaving it over to 
him that ſent us to make them hear and live. Mini- 
ters who ſo act, and who ſo believe, learn to prize 
as an ineſtimable- Treaſure, the Holy Scriptures, 
which are the Words of God, and having been 
taught therein by the Chief Miniſter, they ſhall not 
need to come barren or empty-handed to the Con- 
gregation, but be like Scribes inſtructed to the 
2 of God, who bring out of their Treaſures 
Things new and old, to alarm, awaken, comfort, 
and encourage Men till they have laid hold on 
eternal Life, and entered into the Harveſt-ſupper, 
where the Sowers and Reapers rejoice together for 
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But to return: As ſoon as Ezekiel had legub to 
preach, there was a Noiſe and a ſhaking among the 
Bones, and the Bones came together every Bone to his 
Bone. As ſoon as a Servant of our Saviour e 1ters 
a Land, or City, or Houſe, and delivers with faith- 
ful Simplicity the Doctrine of Chriſti, immediately 
there is a Noiſe. The Souls that were dead in 
Sm, and aſleep in a loſt and unſafe Eſtate, awake 
and cry for Mercy; they ſound the ſame ſolemn 


Alarm in the Ears of others, and a Noiſe of 


weeping and mourging for him whom they have 
pierced, comes up before the Throne, 
There is alſo a Noiſe in the World; ſome en 
they have heard the Goſpel blaze it abroad far and 
near, and are for inviting and calling all one? = ob 
Thus it was with the Woman of Samaria, the no 
ſooner found the Maeſſiab, but runs to call all in 
| Sychar of her Townſmen and Neighbours to come 
and fee him. This often cauſes a Stir in a City, 
or Village, or Family, and is the Means God — 4 | 
uſes to awake the Dead, and rouſe them Who are 
afleep i in Sin, and at Eaſe in Sion. . 
Tphpere is beſide a greater Neiſe in the World; 
for generally when a Soul is bent for Salvation, 
and his Face is turned to our Saviour in earneſt, 
and he with Tears enquires his Way to Heaven, 


his Friends, or Relations, or old Companions, or 


all together, ſtrive to hinder him; the ſerious 


thinks he goes too: far, and need not be fo con- 


eern'd, and the careleſs and the light-minded Part 
laugh at and oppoſe bim with all their Might; 
| they make a Noiſe indeed, ſome cry out, he is 
feduced and led into Errors and Hereſy, or are 


afraid he ſhould leave his Church or firſt Religion 


| (Hough Aa that was none at all) or mould 
renounce 


| F--21. 1 
Tenounce his Baptiſm, or deny his Faith. Others 
report he is diſtracted, mad, and befide himſelf. 
Others tempt and allure him back with great 
Subtilty, Promiſes, and Offers, or court him into 
his former Company, Pleaſures, and Diverſions ; 
while yet others follow with cruel Threatnings, 
Slanders without Number, Mockings, Revilings, 
Oc. The Father diſowns his Child, the Rela- 


tions change all Love into bitter Reproaches and 


Hatred, the Mother is againſt her Daughter, and 
Daughter againſt the Mother, and nothing is 
Heard round about but a Storm, and a Tempeſt, 
and Perſecution, and Blaſphemy on every Side; 
and wherefore? Becauſe one is turned a Drunkard, 
a Whoremonger, a Stage- player, a Thief, a Mur- 
derer, a Rebel? O no, but only becauſe he is re- 
ſolved to be Feſus Chriſt's Diſciple. Thus it has 
always been, and will continue to be ſo till Zeſus 
comes the ſecond time, and then it will ceaſe for 
ever. This made our Saviour ſay, that be who could 
nat leave all for his Sake was not worthy of him; and 
with this he comforted his People, They have hated 
me, and they will hate you, but be of good Cheer, I haue 

overcome the World. me 5 
But beſides all the Noiſe made in the World, and 
in the Houſe of our Friends, there is a NaJe among 
the Devils, for all riſe up to hinder and trouble a 
newly awakened Soul. Satan knows there is Do 
of his lofing his Slaves, and rages horribly. He 
ſtrives with Temptations, Hurries, Frights, and 
Terrors to oblige the poor Sinner who ſeecs Mercy, 
to leave off and quit his Search, nor ceaſes to aſſail 
the defenceleſs weak Heart, till he has found a Re- 
fuge in the Wounds of a crucified Saviour, and then 
chere js a Noiſe through all the Heavens of Harpers 
oO  , , harping 
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den of Geihſemane, ſweating Blood as he went, and 
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| harping on their Harps, and of the 8 an 


Hallelujah's of the Angels and bleſſed Spirits, at 
the Return of a Sinner to the Lord. Jeſus himſelf 
is the Author of this Joy, by telling them, Let us 


be glad and mate merry, for this your Brother was deat 
: but 1 # alive again, he was loft and is found. _ 


© This Noiſe of Joy properly begins when a . 
ner repents, but at that time he knows little of it; 


on the contrary he hears only the Nee of the 
Enemy, who crieth after him, the Neiſe of a guil- 


ty Heart, and of a clamorous and falſe World; 


but he ſhall hereafter hear the Noiſe of them that keep 


Holy-day ; himſelf ſhall ſing for Joy and clap his 


Hands, and leap for very gladneſs of Heart, 


Exeliel obſeryes farther, that there was a ſhaking 


among the Bones, as well as a Neiſe,” to ſignify how 


the convinced Heart trembles at the ord of God, 


They are ſhook from all their falſe and deceitful 
Hopes, from their ſandy Foundations and fallaci- 


ous Pleas ; they feel themſelves ready to periſh, 


and are as if God ſhook them over Hell. Their 


Heart achs and ſinks within them, their faultering 
Lips can ſcarce ſpeak plain, or utter any Thing but 
broken Sighs, and ſhort but piercing Prayers for 
Mercy, and their poor Knees are fmiting together. 
Are any who hear me, thus? O turn ye to that 
Man who once went trembling into the Gar- 


crying out of the Bitterneſs of his Soul. He only 
knows your Diſeaſe and what you want. He alone 


can enn truly with you, and help and eaſe 


urn to that Fe/us whoſe Fleſh and whoſe 


Ou. i 
Heart ſhook and trembled becauſe of the Lord's 
Judgments, and he will give Pn u'a Reſt to your 


Souls. Apply to that og . and Pais 


his 
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' This is the Way by which all happy Souls have : 
eſcaped ; when loaded and oppreſſed with Guilt 
and Fear they have fled to a bleeding, groaning, 
And agonizing Lord, and found Refuge from the 
Avenger of Blood. All the Noiſe and Oppoſition 
made in the World, or in Hell has not hindered 
them, their Threatnings and Promiſes, their Smiles 
and Frowns, were treated with like Indifference by 
the Sincere Souls, nothing ſway'd or drew them 
e V eo Ton 
They were deeply and ſenſibly convinced of the 
Danger they were in without a Saviour: They felt 
his Word with invincible Power, and having heard 
how God loved the World, that he once became 
like a Lamb in their ſtead, and drank up, like a 
Cup of Wormwood and Gall, the bitter Wrath 
they had deſerved, and at laſt died in helliſh An- 
guiſh to ſave them alive; and this made their Hearts 
bleed and ſhudder, nor did they, nor could they 


reſt, till his /mall ſtill Voice within had ſilenced their 


Fears and Miſeries, and made them feel his ever- 
Jaftihg Love and err TT nn 


Who never in his Life was thus concerned about 
his Salvation, who never was in any Diſtreſs for 
Mercy, or ſaw amazed his ſinful State, nor was 
forced to cry out for the Blood and Help of eur 
as one ready to periſh, who never was thus aten 
from every Thing but him and his Righteouſneſs, 
he never was awakened, but is dead to this Day; 
he has never had Ears to hear the Word of G; 
he has never had Eyes to fee, but is blind; he has 
no Heart to underſtand ; but with all his Sobriety, 
Peace, and good Hopes, with all his ſelf-made 
Comforts, he is in the utmoſt Danger and Peril, 
and, like the Bones without Life, dead to God, 
and very j En 2 On 
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There was yet another remarkable Effect of Exe- 
Kie''s Preaching, the Bones came to their proper 
Place, every Bone to his Bone. This is to teach 
us, that the Goſpel brings thoſe together that were 


at the greateſt Diſtance, and unites even ſuch as 
before were Enemies; it cauſes the greateſt Order 


and Decency, and ſets every Thing in its proper 
Place. He adds, the Sinews and the Fleſh came upon 


the Bones, and the Skin covered them ahove, but 


there was no Breath in them. In this State -are ma- 
ny, many Souls, and whole Congregations and 


Churches. They have heard the preaching of the 
Goſpel, and felt ſomewhat of the Power of the 


Word of God; they have got good Rules, Orders, 


and Articles of Religion, like Sinews, to bind them 


together, and have their Morality, like a fine Skin, | 
over all——but there is no Life in them. They 
are utter Strangers to the Voice of the Blood: of 


ſprinkling within, have not yet received the Holy 


' Ghoſt, nor know that Chriſt liveth in them. Al] 
their Religion is the Form of Chriſtianity, but they 


have not the Power. O let every one aſk his 


Heart, 1s it not fo with me? I will not, I dare not 


ſay this of all, but of many it is certainly true; 


and Doctrines, appear like Men and Children of 


they have a good Church, good Laws, good Rules 


Gad, but after all, what our Saviour ſaid once to a 


young Man may be ſaid to them, Yet lackeſt thou © 


ore Thing, Thou haſt a good Form, perhaps, can 
| boaſt of the Antiquity, Orthodoxy, or Purity of 
thy Church, and tell what good Works thou haſt 


done, how often faſted and prayed, how charitable 


inwardly 


and devout, how ſtrict in thy Duties, but there is 
u Life in thee, fo long as thou art a Stranger to the 
Lamb in thy Heart, or unacquainted with his Love 


— 
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inwardly, thou art with all thy Doings like a dead 
Branch and dry Bones, yea thou art very dry. 
Now when Ezechiel ſaw that the Sinews had knit 
Bone to. Bone, and the Fleſh and. Skin covered 
them and made them in the Form and Fafhion of 
Men, but yet dead, the Lord bid him prophecy 
to the Winds, and ſay to them in the Name of the 
Lord God, that they might breathe upon the dry 
Bones and make them live, and he did fo as he was 
commanded, and Breath entered into them and 
they ſtood up and lived, and became an Army 
Here Miniſters may learn a weighty Leſſon; 
they may bring People together and make Articles, 
Creeds, and whatever elſe they pleaſe, to bind 
them in one Body; they may teach them to cover 
themſelves with what other Covering they pleafe, 
and when they have done all it will be like a Body 
without the Soul, till God breaths upon them and 
gives them Life. Let them therefore ſpeak ro the 
Wind, to the Hoh Gho/# the Lord and Giver of 
Life, that he may inſpire the Souls and make them 
live; for without his immediate Aid all our La- 
bour is in vain. We do not pray before our Diſ- 
courſes becauſe that has been the long received 
Cuſtom, or becaufe others have done it, but be- 
cauſe we would implore the North and South 
Wind to blow upon the Church which is God's 
Garden, that the Spices, may flow out: Or, in 

lain Words to beſeech our Saviour to quicken the 
| Hurts of all who] hear, that they may be convert- 
de and ſaved. We have not many Inſtances in 
the Teſtament of the Apoſtles uſing Prayer before 
or after their Preaching, but generally they deliver- 
ed their Errands and divine Meſfages, and _ 
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their Way ; but now Prayer is almoſt every. where, 


in uſe, before and after Sermons, and when he 


that miniſters and they who hear, feel the Want of 
the Holy Spirit, it has its great Uſe and Bleſſing, 
for then they aſk in Faith, and receive the Preſence 
of the Lord, which bleſſes every Meeting, and is 


felt by all the Faithful, to their great Joy and 
Comfort. Alas! how cold is that Aﬀembly where 


Jeſus is not? And how dead and dry that Meeting 


where he does not prefide ? As of old the Camp 


reſted when the Cloud and Pillar reſted, and went 


forward when that moved before them, ſo is it 


now. Let the Shekinah, . the Glory, be abſent, 
and none go forward, all ſtops and is at a ſtand, 
but let the Lord ariſe, and his Spirit move before 
and all goes on after him happily. Alſo, as it is 

with the Church of God in general, ſo is it with 
every Child of God in particular; for till a Soul has 
found our Saviour, and is made alive by him, he 
remains poor, and dead, and impotent, when He 
the Sun. of Righteouſneſs ariſeth- upon him with 
Healing in his Wings, and when his Spirit brings 


the glad News, live! Thy Sins are forgiven thee f 


then he can ſtand up and be happy; from that 
Moment he becomes a new Man, atid lives a new 
Life; he lives the Life of the Son of God, and 
LINER. RE 21. feet te ie, 
This is what the Lord aims at in the Text, 7 
quill put my Spirit in po, and ye ſhall ive. 


I wonder exceedin y how ſome Men can read 


the Scripture conſtantly, and yet deny altogether the 
Gift of the Hely Spirit;; for there is ſcarce any Pro- 
phet that has not mentioned the Promiſe of him; 


nor can we hardly open the New Teſtament but we 
find.Ze/us and all his Seryants confirming the bleſſed 


Doctrine 
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Doctrine. How frequently is it repeated, The Ely 


| Ghoſt ſhall come. He ſhall be in you. He ſhall abide 


with you for ever. He will lead you into all Truths 
Your heavenly Father will give his Holy Spirit to 
them that aſe him. Ye ſhall receive the Holy Ghoſt 2 
And indeed all are exempted from being Children 
of God and Chbriſt's Diſciples, who have him not 
in their Hearts. See Rom. vil. 9. 1 Jen v. 12 
ee MIL Met. 152 op ] 


Without him all are dead to Gd while they live, 


and their Works are dead Works, and do not pleaſe 


the living God. A man who has not Chri/lt in him, 


and who was never made alive by his Breath, an 


by the Word of his Mouth, is no real Chriſtian; he 


may be called ſo, and may have dreamed and fan- 


cied he was a Chriſtian indeed, but he is one of that 


Number who have a Name to live but are dead. I 
that hath the Son hath Life, faith the Scripture, but be 
that hath not the Son hath not Life, If he has not 
come to our Saviour and been pardoned by him, 
and fed upon his Fleſh and Blood by a living Faith, 
his Eſtate is explained by Jeſus himſelf, He has no 
1 out his Hoh Spirit upon the 9 and 
Fathers, and taught them to ſee afar off the 

de mption by our Saviour, and to believe on Him, 
and depend upon his Death to their Salvation, the 
fame Lord deals in like manner graciouſly by us 


now, and beſtows on us the ſame Faith, the ſame 


Gift of Grace, and the ſame Spirit, and by which 
only we can poſſibly become Heirs of the G 


come,” or believe to eternal Life. It is the Hs 
Ghoſt that quickens thoſe who come to, or believe 
in, Jeſus. He opens the Eyes and lets Men fee 
their Sin, and he 5 the Ears that they may 
er FUG e 
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Liſe in him, The ſame gracious Lord God who . 
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heat 7 Voice, the ſoft fill Voice of the Son if 
Man, and live. He awakes them from their 


Graves, and Beds of carnal Security, and directs 


them to Chriſt, that they may haye Life: And 
though he could do all this without uſing Preach- 
ers or Miniſters tal, and = has 8 _—_ 
et generally, it has pleaſed God by the faoliſhneſs of 
Patin 70 Vene them pid believe. He makes 24 
ſelf Well, in all Ages, and theſe he ſets in his 
Church to teſtify of him, and to ſet to their Seal 


that Gad is true, and his Words true and faithful, 


Should a bewildered Soul enquire of them of the 


Certainty of their Doctrine, they can anſwer, Ne 
are Witneſſes of theſe Things ; we have been loſt, but 


are now found, we have been dead, but are alive 
again, and ſhall 11 becauſe Jeſus is our Life for 


evermore. 
The Iraelites had been dejected, and thought, 4 


for us we are cut off, and Ged has caſt us away, we 


have no Hope, therefore was Ezechiel ſhewn this Viſion, 


fs and ordered to fay to that poor diſconſolate Houſe 


of Ifrael, That though there was no more Likeli- 
hood of their Deliverance than of the Reſurrection 


of dry Bones, yet would Gad ſurely viſit them, and 


bring them up out of their Graves, that is the low 
Eſtate in which they were like Men dead and buried, 
then will I put my Spit in Jos and ou foal live, ſaith 
the Lord Gd 

In this way a poor troubled Sinner may think to 


himſelf, Jam dead and like one gone down to the 


it; my Hope leſſens, and my Heart and Soul is 
dead and heavy to the laſt Degree; I am _ 


am gone too far to be ſaved, and that for my Part 


am cut off as a dry Branch and withered, and fit for 
0 but to be caſt into the Fire. Such Thoughts 
aden 
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often occur, where a Perſon gets awakened and is 
much alone, or who has not underſtood, though 
they were dead, who believe in Jeſus, yet ſhall 
they live, Here the Goſpel is of the utmoſt 
Weight and Importance, it is of real Service, 
and ſets before the Soul ready to periſh a crucified : 
Saviour, a dving and bleeding Lamb, the Sight of 
w hich reviyes the Heart, and begins a new and 
_ everlaſting Life. The Feet of them who bring 
the glad Tidings are beautiful to ſuch, for of 
them they hear that the dry Bones can live. In this 
reſpect, therefore, we muſt admire the Wiſdom of 
gur dear Saviour, in ſending Men with the Goſpel 
rather than Angels; for though many may think, 
If I could have an Angel appear to me and tell me 
of Salvation, it would at once ſatisfy me; yet in 
great Meaſure ſuch, who have ſo thought, had 
their Wiſhes been granted, would be miſtaken; 


for ſhould an Angel or bleſſed Spirit announce the 


Death and Merits of our Saviour, and declare his 
Love and Mercy, it is eafy for a Soul convinced of 
Sin to think, Alas; thou art an Angel, and one 
who kept his firſt Eſtate, thou haſt never ſinned, 
nor been diſobedient, nor felt a Heart cold and 
dead like mine, to thee therefore it may be right 
and juſt to believe ſo well of the Redeemer, but 1 
am a Sinner, a poor, loſt, helpleſs, and dead Sin- 
ner, and have no Right to venture to the Saviour 

like thee. In this Caſe, I ſay, a Miniſter of Chriſt 
can. be of more Uſe than. a Viſion of Angels, for 
he is a Witneſs of the Grace and Pardon of Gad 
our Saviour; he was once in the ſame deep Mire 

and Clay, and convinced of his ſad Condition by 
Nature, but found Mercy and everlaſting Life in 
the Wounds of Jeſus Chriſt : But there is a greater 
. F Witness 
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Witneſs than Men or Angels, and. that is the He: ly 
Spirit, who is the Lord and Giver of Life, and who 


beareth Witneſs with our Spirits that we are the Chil 


dren of God. He will not commit this moſt impor- 


tant and weightieſt Work to any Miniſtef, how- 


ever truſty or faithful, nor to any of the moſt dear 


| Angels, but is Himſelf the Aſcertainer and Witneſs 
of 


f dur Adoption and Sonſhip, that we need not be 


left to reaſon and queſtion of the Truth of an an- 
gelical Viſion, or be at the Uncertainty of the 
Meſſage of a Man, or be expoſed to Doubt and 


Fear in their Abſence, ſuppeſing we could be well 


| perſuaded, of their Veracity and Faithfulneſs ; but 

We have the Spirit of Truth with us, who cannot 

lie, and whoſe Conviction in the Heart is more ſo- 
lid and ſure than if all Heaven was opened, and 

every Angel aſſured us of our Part in Chriſt; yea 
more ſolid and certain than if all the Prophets, Apo- 

ſtles, Martyrs, and Witneſſes of every Age ſtood 

| before us, and preached to us how we were be⸗ 


loved of God, and confeſſed by our Saviour, ir 


Preſence of all his holy Angels. This Witneſs re- 


mains, when Viſions ceaſe, when we don't dream 


bleſſed Dreams any more, when Preaching is over, 


and Time is no longer. He will abide with us for- 
ever. He will never leave or forjake us, and in our 


laſt Moments, when, our Strength fails, and our 
Friends and neareſt Relations can comfort us no 
more, then he will continue the faithful and true 


Fitneſs, in whom, till then, we live in Peace here, 


Feſus, who is the Reſurreclion and the Life. To 
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and ſhall live to all eternity, through the Death of 


whom be Glory and T hankſgiving for evermore. 


